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Education in Emergencies

Introduction
In 2000 there were 114 million children around the world missing out on primary school. Between 2000 and 2015 sustained global action had reduced this number to 59 million. Many countries made good progress towards the target of universal primary education and 56 million children were enrolled in school for the first time.

However in recent years progress towards education for all has stalled and the number of children not attending school has remained stubbornly high. World leaders have made a new promise in 2015 to get every child a primary and secondary education. So they need to help 124 million children to get the education that is their right (59 million primary school aged children, and 65 million secondary school aged children are currently out of school).

One important factor keeping children out of school is the impact of emergencies and crises. The term ‘emergency’ is broad. It includes events such as conflicts, natural disasters and health epidemics. Altogether 37 million children are missing school in crisis affected countries. This figure represents almost one thirds of the total out-of-school population.

· In Syria half of all children now miss out on school and at least a quarter of schools have been damaged or destroyed by the conflict.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]In Nepal one million children were left out of school and 600,000 homes were destroyed following the earthquakes of April 2015.

· In Sierra Leone the Ebola virus epidemic forced almost 2 million children to abandon their schools for 9 months between 2014 and 2015.
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         A classroom left empty by the Ebola virus. Tengbeth Town, Sierra Leone. October 
         2014. Photo: Tommy Trenchard/Oxfam GB

Globally 230 million children live in conflict-affected countries and 175 million children are affected by natural disasters every year. However less than 2% of international aid for emergencies is spent on education and £3 billion extra funding is needed each year to meet the needs of children affected by emergencies. While many millions of children around the world have been able to enrol in school, children in crisis affected countries have been left behind.
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Children play among ruined buildings in Kathmandu, Nepal. 5,000 schools were destroyed by the earthquakes of April 2015[footnoteRef:1] Photo: Kieran Doherty/ Oxfam GB [1:  A World at School (2015) http://bit.ly/1dzGx4c] 


Education is critical for all children, but it is particularly important for children in emergencies for the following reasons;

· Education provides children with useful life skills that can help to protect them. An example is hygiene training for children living in a refugee camp.
· Education provides children with a sense of stability and security. Girls are particularly vulnerable during emergencies. 
· Education can protect children from risks such as early child marriage or recruitment as a child soldier. 
· Education gives children hope for the future.

However the right to education remains an unfulfilled promise for the many millions of 
children living through emergencies and crises. 




Conflict

More than half of the world’s 60 million people displaced by conflict are children under 18[footnoteRef:2]. Once a refugee has been displaced from their home for six months s/he is likely to remain displaced for at least three years and the average length of displacement is now estimated at 17 years. This represents almost an entire childhood. [2:  Data in the Conflict section is from Save the Children (2016) http://bit.ly/26AN1ap ] 


Although migration to Europe is prominent in newspaper headlines, seven non-European countries host the majority of the world’s refugees. These seven countries are Syria, Iran, Pakistan, Lebanon, Turkey, Palestine and Jordan. In northern Nigeria alone, 1.4 million children have been displaced from their homes and 900 schools have been destroyed during the Boko Haram conflict. 
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A makeshift school for Syrian children in the Jordan Valley, Jordan. These children’s families live in an informal tent settlement.  Photo: F. Muath/Oxfam GB

Our image of people displaced by conflict is frequently one of people on the move; taking life-threatening risks to cross the sea and walking long distances with little food or shelter. This image is reinforced by news reports of the dangerous journeys people make to reach safety in Europe. 


However people fleeing violence do become stationary, either at stages along their journeys or at a final destination. For example large numbers of children have lived in the Dadaab refugee camp in northern Kenya since the camp was established in the early 1990s. Yet the number of school places and the quality of education in this and similar locations is frequently low. Every child displaced by conflict should be guaranteed a quality education.

Children affected by conflict have been exposed to violence, abuse, exploitation, trafficking and military recruitment. Schools were deliberately attacked on 10,000 occasions between 2010 and 2015. Children have been murdered in their classrooms and abducted in countries such as South Sudan, Pakistan and Nigeria.[footnoteRef:3] Stronger and more consistent action is required to protect children caught up in conflicts. Former UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown has proposed a global ‘safe schools’ initiative, granting schools a similar level of protection in international law as medical facilities. [3:  Office of Gordon & Sarah Brown (2015) http://bit.ly/1B1a5Md ] 
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Extremely vulnerable and on the move. Syrian children sit on the street outside a registration centre for migrants and refugees in Preševo, southern Serbia, on October 5, 2015. 
Photo: Sam Tarling/Oxfam

This resource
To sign up for Send My Friend to School 2016 visit www.sendmyfriend.org 
A teacher or responsible adult should sign up on behalf of young people under 18.

Participating schools and groups receive a free resource pack and DVD. The resources contain case studies and a guide to how young people can take action by creating 'rucksack' messages and handing them to their MPs.
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Create a rucksack message and hand it to your MP. Photo: GCE UK

This online resource aimed at KS3 and KS4 young people consists of;

· A PowerPoint Presentation suitable for peer teaching
· A Campaigners Toolkit with ideas for Getting Started, Planning an Action and Spreading the Word
· An Action Guide with stepped activities to help make a difference

The ‘Education in emergencies’ campaign video can be viewed at
https://vimeo.com/154096501  

The film outlines the background to the campaign and illustrates how to take action by creating ‘rucksack’ messages.

The Guardian Teacher Network has a guide on how to teach political campaigning at
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2013/apr/08/political-campaigning-teaching-resources?CMP=new_53&CMP= 
The guide provides support about how to successfully engage the press and MPs.

There’s a guide to involving your MP in Send My Friend to School 2016 at
http://www.sendmyfriend.org/resource/meet-your-mp/ 



The Send My Friend to School 2016 press pack is at
http://www.sendmyfriend.org/resource/press-pack/ 

There are logos and graphics to produce your own resources at
http://www.sendmyfriend.org/resource/logos-and-graphics/ 

Sources of information
Education in emergencies is a fast moving and complex topic. This selection of briefing papers provides more information and greater detail about the issues raised by this campaign. 

GCE UK (2016) – ‘The Fierce Urgency of Now: delivering children’s right to education during crises’
http://bit.ly/1rsW2C8 

Save the Children (2016) – ‘A New Deal for Every Forcibly Displaced Child’
http://bit.ly/1Tt0FTb 

Save the Children (2015) – ‘What do children want in times of education and crisis? They want an education’
http://bit.ly/1pXO5TX 

EFA Global Monitoring Report (2011) – ‘The Hidden Crisis: Armed Conflict and Education’
http://bit.ly/1Lop5wW 

ODI (2015) – ‘Education in Emergencies and Protracted Crises. Towards a Strengthened Response’ 
http://bit.ly/1WEYHEm 

War Child (2016) – ‘Worth More Than An Apple? The cost of a lost generation of children growing up in war zones.’
http://bit.ly/1NRLwOT 

Plan UK (2013) – ‘Girls’ education under attack’
http://bit.ly/26Oh3HC 

The Right to Education project’s ‘Education in Emergencies’ page
http://bit.ly/1iXljYN 
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