
 
 

 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN TEAM  
South Africa is the first African country to 
host the World Cup. 
 
The South African national team is called 
Bafana Bafana – ‘The Boys’. 
 
South Africa are the outsiders in their group – if they 
make it through this stage, it’ll be a first for the team. 
 
South Africa are playing in the first match of the 
World Cup. 
 
Over 2,000 people will take part in the Opening 
Ceremony, just before kick off. 

FOCUS ON SOUTH AFRICA  

 

1
 

FIRST MATCH DETAILS  
South Africa v Mexico 
 
When: 11 June, 4pm 
Stadium: Soccer City, Johannesburg  
Capacity: 91,000 
 
Who’s going to win?  
Mexico are slight favourites but as the home 
side, South Africa fancy their chances! 
 

EDUCATION IN SOUTH AFRICA  
 
One in 7 children in South Africa never gets to 
primary school. 
 
650,000 children are missing out. 
 
72 million children are missing out on an education. 
Celebrate the World Cup by supporting 1GOAL – Send My 
Friend to School. For more information and schools 
resources visit www.sendmyfriend.org 



 

 

REAL LIFE STORY  
Nonhlanhla Motjebela, 13   
 
Nonhlanhla lives with her family in a one 
bedroom shack in an informal settlement called 
Atteridgeville, near Pretoria.  
 
Nonhlanhla’s mum is too ill to work so the family 
struggles to survive. Nonhlanhla couldn’t go to school 
but now attends special classes to help children get 
the education they really need to get a good job in 
the future. 
 
“I have lots of friends at the centre, I come here 
everyday, to get lunch and to have fun. When I come 
here I am happier and my school work is better 
because with the centre there is always somewhere 
to go”.   
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FOOTBALLING HERO: 
Aaron Mokoena, 29   
 
Aaron is the Captain of Bafana Bafana 
and has signed up to 1 GOAL.  
 
Aaron’s nickname is Mbazo – ‘The Axe’ – 
because of his great defending skills.  
 
“My life in football started when I was four 
years old on the dusty pitches in my 
township.”  
 
He was the youngest ever player to play 
for the senior South Africa side. He now 
plays for Portsmouth. 


