
 
 

 

THE NIGERIAN TEAM 
Nigeria’s national team are also called 
the Super Eagles!  
 
They aim to reach the semi-finals. 150 
million people back home in Nigeria w ill 
be hoping they at least get through the 
group stages. 
 
Seven of the squad play in the Premier League, 
including star player, Chelsea’s John Mikel Obi. 
 
The squad have been training in southern 
England and were the first team to arrive in South 
Africa – despite the volcanic ash causing flight 
delays! 
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FIRST MATCH DETAILS  
Nigeria v Argentina 
 
When: 12 June, 3pm 
Stadium: Ellis Park, Johannesburg  
Capacity: 62,000 
 
Who’s going to win?  
Managed by Diego Maradona, Argentina 
are odds-on favourites, but Nigeria will be 
a difficult side to beat. This is set to be 
one of the most exciting ties of the group 
stages. 
 EDUCATION IN NIGERIA 

One in 3 children in Nigeria is missing out 
on school – that’s 8 million children in 
total! 
 
Of all the children around the world who 
are not in school, one in 10 lives in Nigeria.  
 
72 million children are missing out on an education. 
Celebrate the World Cup by supporting 1GOAL – 
Send My Friend to School. For more information and 
schools resources visit www.sendmyfriend.org 



 

 

REAL LIFE STORY:  
Vincent, 13       
              

When we last met Vincent he was 13 
years-old and had lost his mother, 
stepmother and only sister to HIV/AIDS.  
 
Life has been extremely tough for him, 
especially as his dad is suffering from 
HIV/AIDS too – at one point Vincent actually 
stopped talking because of all the stress! 
 
Luckily, a project in Nigeria supported Vincent 
and helped him to stay in school. The project 
also tries to tackle the discrimination that 
many families living with HIV/AIDS can go 
through. Because of this, Vincent was able to 
overcome the trauma he’d gone through. He 
started talking again and was able to 
start secondary school. 
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FOOTBALLING HERO: 
Nwankwo Kanu, 33                                   
 
Kanu is Nigeria’s captain and the most 
decorated African footballer ever. He has 
signed up to 1GOAL.  
 
The striker’s nickname in his home country is 
‘Papilo’. He’s also been crowned ‘King’ of his 
latest club, Portsmouth. 
 
Kanu grew up in Owerri. One of his chores was 
to sell corn in the market, but he sometimes got 
into trouble for getting distracted and playing 
football instead! 
 
Kanu is a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador. A film 
about his life – ‘Lion Heart’ – will be released in 
September. 

Photo © Comic Relief 
 


